Welcome to Fellside Nursery
A Warm Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Fellside Nursery!
We are delighted that your family will be joining our Nursery community and feel privileged to be sharing this special stage of your child's journey.
Starting Nursery is an exciting milestone. For many children, it is their first experience of spending time away from home, making new friends and discovering the joy of learning alongside others. We understand that this can bring a mixture of excitement and a few understandable worries—for children and parents alike.
Our priority is to help every child feel safe, happy and valued from their very first day. We believe that children learn best when they feel secure, confident and cared for, so building strong relationships is at the heart of everything we do. We take time to get to know every child as an individual—their interests, their personality, their strengths and the little things that make them unique.
Nursery is a place where children are encouraged to explore, investigate, create and imagine. Through carefully planned play and meaningful experiences, they develop confidence, independence and a love of learning that will stay with them long after they leave us.
We also know that parents know their children best. By working together and sharing information, we can give your child the very best start to their education.
This guide has been created to answer some of the questions you may have before September and to help you feel prepared for the exciting year ahead. If there is anything you are unsure about, please don't hesitate to get in touch—we are always happy to help.
We cannot wait to welcome your family to Fellside Nursery.
We look forward to seeing you soon.
Mrs Green Headteacher
Meet the Nursery Team
One of the most important things for any parent is knowing who will be caring for their child. Our experienced Early Years team works closely together to create a warm, nurturing environment where every child feels known, supported and encouraged to flourish.
Mrs Greenwood
Monday to Wednesday morning
Mrs Greenwood will spend the first part of each week getting to know your child through play, supporting their learning and helping them grow in confidence and independence.
Mrs McCaig
Wednesday afternoon to Friday
Mrs McCaig teaches during the second half of the week, ensuring children enjoy a consistent, caring and stimulating learning environment as they continue their Nursery journey.
Mrs Clark
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Clark supports the Nursery throughout the week. She plays a vital role in children's learning and wellbeing, helping them settle, explore, build friendships and enjoy every part of Nursery life.
Although different members of staff are with the children at different times during the week, we work very closely together. We regularly share information so that every member of the team knows your child well and can celebrate their achievements, support their next steps and help them feel happy and secure every day.





Before Your Child Starts
Beginning Nursery is an exciting adventure, and there are a few simple things you can do at home to help your child feel confident and ready for their first day.
Talking positively about Nursery can make a big difference. Reading books about starting Nursery, chatting about the new friends they might make and the exciting things they will get to do can all help build excitement.
Encouraging small steps towards independence is also helpful. Simple skills such as putting on a coat, washing hands, using the toilet, tidying away toys and having a go at feeding themselves all help children feel confident as they settle into Nursery life. Please don't worry if your child is still learning these skills—we will continue to support and encourage them every day.

Our Summer Holiday Challenge – All About Me
Over the summer holidays, we'd love your child to create an "All About Me" poster to bring with them when they start Nursery.
There is no right or wrong way to make it—it can be colourful, simple, creative or completely unique. It is a wonderful opportunity for your child to tell us about themselves and something they are proud of.
Their poster might include:
· Photographs of themselves or their family
· Favourite books
· Favourite foods
· Favourite toys
· Things they enjoy doing
· Favourite places to visit
· Pets
· Hobbies or interests
· Anything else they would like us and their new friends to know about them
During our first few weeks together, we'll share these posters during Circle Time. This helps us get to know each child as an individual while also helping children learn about one another, discover shared interests and begin building new friendships.

To help everything run smoothly, please remember to:
· Label all clothing, shoes and belongings clearly.
· Send your child with a spare set of named clothes in a small drawstring bag, which can stay on their peg.
· Leave a named pair of wellies at Nursery so your child can enjoy outdoor play in all kinds of weather.

A Small Favour Before September
Before your child starts Nursery, we'll ask you to complete and return a number of forms. You may notice that some information is requested more than once. Although this can seem repetitive, the paperwork is often stored in different places and used by different members of staff to ensure we always have the right information available when it's needed.

Everything we ask for has one purpose: to help us keep your child safe, happy and well cared for. We really appreciate you taking the time to complete each form carefully, as it helps us give your child the very best start to their Nursery journey.

Most importantly, don't worry if your child feels a little unsure at first. Starting somewhere new is a big step, and every child settles at their own pace. We are here to support both you and your child every step of the way.



Helping Your Child Settle
Every child settles into Nursery differently.
Some children wave goodbye and happily begin playing straight away, while others need a little more time and reassurance. Both are completely normal.
Our team has many years of experience helping children settle into Nursery, and we will always take the time your child needs. Gentle encouragement, familiar routines and warm, caring relationships help children quickly feel secure and confident.
When saying goodbye, a calm and positive routine usually works best. A reassuring hug, a smile and a cheerful goodbye help children understand that Nursery is a safe place and that you will always return at the end of the day. Even if there are a few tears, they are often short-lived, and children usually become happily involved in play very quickly.
If your child is finding it difficult to settle, we will work closely with you to find the best approach. We understand that every family is different, and we are always here to listen, support and reassure.
Our aim is simple: for every child to feel that Nursery is a place where they are safe, happy and excited to learn.











A Typical Day in Nursery
Children thrive when they know what to expect, so each day follows a familiar routine while still allowing plenty of opportunities for exploration, creativity and fun.
Arriving at Nursery
Our Nursery doors are open for children to arrive between 8:30am and 8:45am. This gentle start to the day gives everyone time to settle in, greet friends and begin exploring their learning environment.
Learning Through Play
The majority of the day is spent learning through play, both indoors and outdoors. Children choose from a wide range of carefully planned activities that encourage them to explore, investigate, imagine and solve problems. Our adults join children in their play, extending learning through conversations, questions and shared experiences.
Small Group Learning
Throughout the day, children also enjoy short adult-led activities in small groups. These sessions introduce new skills, develop language and early mathematical understanding, share stories, sing songs and encourage children to work together.
Snack Time
Children have access to a rolling snack during the day, where they can enjoy milk or water alongside healthy snacks while developing independence and social skills. We warmly welcome donations of fruit for the children to prepare and share.
Outdoor Play
Outdoor learning is an important part of every day. Children have opportunities to run, climb, explore, build, investigate and develop their physical skills whatever the season, so we encourage suitable clothing for all weather.



Lunchtime
Children attending full-day sessions enjoy lunch together before returning to Nursery for an afternoon of learning and play. They are cared for throughout by familiar adults in a safe and supportive environment.
Home Time
At the end of the day, children are collected directly from Nursery from 3:30pm onwards. We love sharing the highlights of their day and celebrating the exciting things they have enjoyed together.


Learning Through Play
At Fellside Nursery, we believe that play is one of the most important ways young children learn.
Whether they are building a tower, painting a picture, digging in the sand, sharing a story or pretending to run a café, children are developing the skills they need for school and for life.
Through play, they learn to communicate, solve problems, make decisions, persevere when things are challenging and work alongside others. They develop confidence, independence and resilience, often without even realising they are learning.
Our experienced team carefully plans the Nursery environment so that every area encourages curiosity and discovery. Children enjoy a balance of choosing their own activities and taking part in short adult-led experiences, giving them opportunities to explore their own interests while gently introducing new ideas and skills.
During their time in Nursery, your child will experience all areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum through exciting, meaningful activities. They will enjoy stories, songs and rhymes, develop early language and mathematical understanding, explore the world around them, create with a wide range of materials and strengthen their physical skills both indoors and outdoors.
Most importantly, we want children to develop a lifelong love of learning. When children are happy, engaged and inspired by what they are doing, wonderful learning naturally follows.


Working Together
Parents and carers are a child's first and most important teachers, and we believe the best outcomes happen when home and Nursery work together.
By sharing information about your child's interests, achievements and any changes at home, you help us understand them even better. Likewise, we will keep you informed about how your child is settling, the progress they are making and the exciting experiences they are enjoying in Nursery.
Throughout the year there will be opportunities to talk with your child's teacher about their learning and development, including parent consultation meetings and an end-of-year report. Of course, you do not need to wait for these occasions if you have a question or concern—we are always happy to speak with you.
We also enjoy welcoming families into Nursery for special events and celebrations throughout the year. As children grow in confidence, we hope you will enjoy sharing these memorable moments with us.
Together, we can ensure your child feels happy, confident and ready to make the very most of every day in Nursery.


Practical Information
Nursery Sessions
We offer a range of funded Nursery places to meet the needs of families.
· 30 hours (eligible families): Monday to Friday, 8:30am–3:30pm
· 15 hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning
· 15 hours: Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday
If you are unsure about your childcare funding entitlement, our school office will be happy to help point you in the right direction.

Lunch
Children attending full-day sessions enjoy lunch in the main school hall with support from familiar members of staff.
School lunches are available at a cost of £4.00 per day and are ordered in advance through our online payment system. A daily jacket potato option is also available.

What Should My Child Wear?
Many Nursery children enjoy wearing school uniform, although this is entirely optional.
Whatever your child wears, we recommend clothing that is comfortable, practical and suitable for active play, as children will spend time both indoors and outdoors every day.
Please remember to:
· Clearly label all clothing and belongings.
· Provide a spare set of named clothes in a small drawstring bag.
· Leave a named pair of wellies at Nursery for outdoor play.


Keeping You Informed
We regularly share news, reminders and important information with families using our electronic communication system. You'll receive details about how to access this before your child starts.
Our school website and closed Facebook group also celebrate many of the wonderful experiences taking place across school.

Keeping Children Safe
Your child's wellbeing is our highest priority.
Our Nursery routines are carefully planned so that children are supervised, supported and cared for throughout the day.
For children attending the Wednesday afternoon session, a member of the Nursery team will meet families at the main school gate and accompany children safely into Nursery.
We kindly ask everyone to help us keep our school secure by ensuring the green entrance gate is closed after entering or leaving the school grounds.

Questions? We're Here to Help
We know that starting Nursery is a big milestone for the whole family, and it's perfectly natural to have questions along the way.
No question is ever too small. Whether you are wondering about your child's first day, lunchtime arrangements, settling in or anything else, please get in touch. We are always happy to help and would much rather answer a question than have you worry.
Thank you for choosing Fellside Nursery.
We are excited to welcome your family into our Nursery community and look forward to getting to know your child. Together, we'll help them grow in confidence, develop a love of learning and make many happy memories during their time with us.
We can't wait to welcome you in September.
Mrs Greenwood, Mrs McCaig and Mrs Clark
