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Studio Audience 4: Hello, good morning and welcome to Year 5’s class assembly. We do hope you enjoy the show.

(theme plays)
Studio Audience: Applause

Ant: Hello ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls. My name’s Ant… 
Dec … and I’m Dec. Today’s show is entitled…

Ant & Dec (Together): This is your Wife!
Dec: We need everyone’s help today. So if you see this sign on the screen (Applause appears) then its time for you to help our studio audience over here.
Ant: In today’s show we have a very special guest along with some very interesting characters from his past. He was born in June of 1491 and died in 1547 and is the most well known of the Tudor Kings...

Dec: … but also the most feared, ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls please put your hands together for Henry the 8th!

Studio Audience: Applause

Stage D: (Henry comes out from behind stage looking surprised and dazed). Shakes hands with Ant and Dec and waves at audience.

Dec: Welcome to the show Henry

Henry: It’s a pleasure. Last thing I remember was playing a game of tennis at Hampton Court in 1545. My how time has flown! 
Ant: You’re looking good for your age Henry!

Henry: Why, thank you!

Dec: Do you know why you’re here today?

Henry: To find out all about my life as King of England 500 years ago. I imagine, we will also meet some of the people in my life, like my lovely wives. I can assure everyone here that I treated all my wives with love, respect and tenderness!

Ant: Well let’s find out if that’s true shall we! Let’s hear some more about your first wife…

Announcer 1: Our next guest was born in 1485, she was a Spanish princess and

before marrying Henry, she was married to his brother, Arthur! She married Henry in 1509, only 6 months after Arthur died. 
Studio Audience: Gasp!

Announcer 1: They had a number of children but only one survived… her name was Mary. Please put your hands together for your first wife Catherine of Aragon, your brother Arthur and your daughter Mary!

Studio Audience: Applause

Catherine A: Good morning Ant & Dec… Henry.

Dec: Welcome to the show everyone, I think you remember Henry.

Catherine A: Why yes of course how could I forget?

Henry: Hello Catherine.

Ant: Now Henry you might say that marrying your dead brother’s wife might be a little bit strange…

Studio Audience 3 (stands up): A little bit strange, VERY strange more like!

Henry: Not at all it was quite normal back then. 
Arthur: I’m not so sure about that. I always thought you were, shall we say, very friendly towards my Catherine. You always did have an eye for the ladies.
Henry: Well, I was very happily married to Catherine for 14 years. You being a Spanish princess gave me and England good links with Spain. We had 6 children all girls, sadly only one survived, and that was little Mary here.

Studio Audience 7 (stands up): Isn’t she a lovely young girl. A fine daughter I bet!

Catherine: That was part of the problem… it was very important for a King to have a son. But I was not able to give Henry what he wanted so he divorced me.

Dec: But Henry, you weren’t allowed to divorce back then!

Henry: (laughing) HAHA That’s right Dec, so I got rid of the Pope and made myself the Head of the Church of England so I was allowed to Divorce Catherine.

Mary: But you were married to mummy for such a long time and you always seemed so happy together. Why did you want to divorce mummy for Daddy? 
Henry: Because I SAID SO Mary! (Mary cowers)
Ant: Well that is interesting, I understand now why you divorced Catherine...

Henry: So you see, I wasn’t really that bad a Husband for Catherine. To be fair she got off quite lightly!

Catherine A: Well that’s not how I see it!

Dec: Ok …. so let’s bring out our next guest…

Announcer 2: Our next guest was born in 1500 and died in 1536, she had two children with Henry, a boy and a girl but only the girl survived, her name was Elizabeth. Please put your hands and heads together for Anne Boleyn.

Studio Audience: Applause and Wolf whistle
Ant: Welcome to the show!

Anne Boleyn: Thankyou Antony. Thankyou Declan. You are lovely looking lads.

Dec: Err Thankyou Anne. Tell us a bit about your marriage to Henry.

Anne B: Well, we met while I was serving Catherine of Aragon.

Catherine: Oh please!

Anne: I was young and beautiful so Henry thought I was quite a catch! 
Arthur: There’s those eyes for the ladies again!

Anne: I gave birth to two children, a boy and a girl. The girl survived.

Henry: (Grumpily) Yes, unfortunately!

Ant: So what happened next Henry?

Henry: Well, she was a disgraceful wife. After only 3 years, she had to go… I needed a son and she hadn’t given me what I wanted. I also suspected her of having affairs with other men! This would not do.

Arthur: At least you got a taste of your own medicine!

Dec: So did you divorce Anne too?

Henry: (Laughing ha-ha) No, I did something even better! I CHOPPED OFF HER HEAD!

Studio Audience: GASP!

Ant: Don’t you think that was a little bit harsh!

Henry: Nah, nothing to lose your head over! Haha!

Studio Audience: Groan!

Dec: Thanks for that Henry!

Ant: Let’s meet our next guest…

Announcer 3: Our next guest was born in 1509 and died in 1537. She first caught your eye while serving Anne Boleyn, and you wasted no time by marrying her only 15 days after Anne’s execution. 
Studio Audience: Gasp
Announcer 3: Please put your hands together for Jane Seymour.
Studio Audience: Applause

Dec: Hello and welcome to the show today.

Jane S: Thank you for inviting me.

Ant: (Asking Henry) so this is Jane Seymour, your third wife Henry?! Tell us more about the marriage.

Henry: Well now, Jane was a lovely wife, I cared a great deal about Jane, you could say she was one of my favourites wives! You might say I was head over heals for her!
Anne & Catherine: OH PLEASE!

Studio Audience 4 (stands up): This chap is obsessed with heads. He’ll be after our head’s head next. Watch out Mr Doran!

Dec: She was able to give you a son wasn’t she, so what happened? Please tell me there wasn’t another beheading!

Jane: Actually no, I was able to give Henry his son that he had always wanted but I died while giving birth to his son Edward.

Ant: Oooooh it’s like a soap opera, birth and death in the same episode!

Henry: It was a very difficult time but I finally had my son, an heir to the throne… who would one day be king!

Dec: So let’s recap, it’s time to go over to ‘our Graham’…

Music starts

Our Graham: Wife number one: Katherine. She wasn’t able to give you a son so you kicked out the pope, and became the HEAD of the Church of England – just so you could divorce her! Pretty impressive! 

Wife number two… Poor Anne, not only did you marry the girl who was working for your ex wife, but when she wasn’t able to give you a son, you showed her just how much you loved her by chopping off her head! Nothing to lose your head over apparently.

Wife number three, Jane who you clearly loved, sadly when she gave you what you always wanted she died. A tragic ending but not the end of your wives by far …

Ant: Thanks Graham. I’m confused… Over to you Cilla, I mean Dec!
Dec: I think it’s time for another wife… the plot gets thicker…

Ant: So does this script!

Announcer 4: Our 4th wife today was painted so beautifully in a portrait that Henry couldn’t wait to marry her! He sent for her immediately! Please welcome… Anne of Cleaves!

Studio Audience: Applause

Anne C: (walking straight past Ant & Dec towards Henry!) HOW COULD YOU TREAT ME LIKE THAT! YOU ARE A HORRIBLE HUSBAND!

Studio Audience 5 (standing): Things are hotting up aren’t they?

Studio Audience 6 (standing): This is more like Jerry Springer. Where is Michael Aspel anyway?

Bodyguard1: Easy love… back to your seat ok!

Bodyguard2: Or there’ll be trouble…

Dec: Welcome to the show!

Ant: Tell us what that was all about Anne of Cleaves!

Anne C: Certainly, well Henry saw me in a painting because obviously we didn’t have cameras back then….

Henry: Or wide angle lenses. And with a nose like yours…
Anne C: Quiet Henry!

Dec: This is better than Coronation Street!

Anne C: So anyway when I got there he didn’t really fancy me so he divorced me!

Henry: Sorry love, you’re just not my type!

Ant: Well at least this one kept her head!

Henry: Yeah… shame about that haha!

Dec: We better move onto wife number 5 before someone gets axed...

Ant: Shame it’s not the script writer!

Studio Audience 8 (standing): Wife number 5? This chap’s had more marriages than Elizabeth Taylor.

Announcer 5: Wifey number 5…. Was 19 when she married Henry. And he was certainly no spring chicken at 49! She was Anne Boleyn’s cousin and was engaged to other men before Henry put a stop to that! A warm welcome please for Katherine Howard…

Studio Audience: Applause

Ant: Welcome to the show…

Henry: (Snide) Oh look its Katherine!

Katherine: Hello Henry. And I don’t know why you are speaking to me with that tone!
Dec: So Henry, tell us more about the marriage to Katherine…

Henry: There is not a lot to tell really, we were married for two years but she kept getting other boyfriends which I thought was a bit cruel… so she left me with no other choice…

Studio Audience 2 (standing): A bit cruel? I think that’s rich coming from him!
Studio Audience 9 (standing): I’ll say! I heard he had other girlfriends in addition to his six wives.

Studio Audience 1 (standing): Really? My goodness me. And all from a man whose favourite past time was tennis. There’s hope for Tim Henman yet!

Studio Audience 2 (standing): So it was King Henry who started Hen-mania. Now I understand.

Ant: Anyway, dare I ask what you did next?

Katherine: (Wailing) – HE CHOPPED OFF MY HEAD! (CRYING)

Anne, Catherine, Jane & Anne C: OH PLEASE!

Studio Audience 6 (standing): Another beheading. This fella has chopped off more heads than Bernard Matthews!

Dec: Oh dear Henry, I don’t think you’re very popular with your wives
Henry: Oh well, on my head be it HAHA!

Ant: Oh honestly!

Dec: (passes a tissue to Katherine)

Katherine: Why thank you kind sir. At least these fine Geordies know how to treat a lady!

Announcer 6: Our last guest on This is your Wife!, we welcome a lady who managed to survive divorce, beheading and out lived the king… She married Henry in 1543 and nursed him when he was very overweight, unhealthy and dying. What a lady! Let’s give a huge welcome to Catherine Parr….

Studio Audience: Applause

Ant: Congratulations Catherine, you managed to outlive the king and survive. How do you feel?

Catherine P: Well we were pretty old when we got married, but I do kind of feel glad that I didn’t end up like those other poor ladies!

Henry: Yeah I think you are probably the lucky one! Although there is still time to get an execution in…go on… I’ll even give you a head start!

Catherine P: How can you say that! I cared for you until you died in 1547 and I also looked after your 3 children, Mary, Elizabeth and Edward even after you died.

Henry: Only joking my dear. You were a good woman to me Catherine!

Dec: Yes but were you a good man Henry?  6 wives that you weren’t always very nice to… How do we remember what happened to your wives?

Studio Audience 1 (standing & pointing): Divorced, Beheaded, died…

Studio Audience 9 (standing & pointing): divorced, beheaded, survived.

Dec: Well there you go folks… divorced, beheaded died,

Ant: Divorced beheaded survived…

Dec: I’m just hearing in my ear piece that we have a well known song especially for you Henry. 

All sing song

Ant: Thanks for coming on the show today and thanks to our six wives, the studio audience and all our guests.
Henry: Thank you; it was my pleasure… now if you don’t mind I have a haircut appointment!

Ant & Dec: A HAIRCUT?

Stage D: Executioner enters the stage holding an axe…

Executioner: your usual sir?

Henry: Yes please JUST A LITTLE OFF THE TOP!!! Anyway, must dash CHOP CHOP! I don’t know, sometimes I think I am a king of comedy too!
Executioner: Yes sir. Very good sir. I was wondering sir, after 500 years is there any chance of a new axe!
Henry: You be careful my man. You’ve been a loyal servant to me over the years but you’ll be for the chop if your not careful.
Executioner: Yes sir. Very good sir.

Henry and Executioner leave the stage.
Music starts

Studio Audience: Applause

Music fades

Studio Audience 9 (standing): Thankyou all for coming along today. We hope you enjoyed the show.

Everyone bows. 
The End.

